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SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER,
OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Delivered in the Senale of the Uniled States on the Tih
of March, 1850, on the Slavery Question.

Mg. WessTer said, I wish to speak to-day, not as
a Massachusetts man, nor as a northern man, but as
an Americanand a member of the Senate of the United
States. It is fortunate that there is a Senate of the
United States—a body not moved from its propriety,
not lost to a just sense of its own dignity or its own
high responsibility—a body to which the country
looks with confidence for wise, moderate, patriotic, and
healing counsels. Itis not to be denied that we live
in the midst of strong agitations, and in the midst of
very considerable dangers to our institutions of gov-
ernment. The imprisoned windsare let loose. he
East, the West, the North, and the stormy South are all
combined to make the whole ocean toss its billows to
the skies, and disclose its profoundest depths. 1do
not affect to hold, or to be fit to hold, the helm in this
combat with the political elements; but I have aduty
to perform, and I mean to perform it with fidelity—not
without a sense of surrounding dangers, but not
without hope. I have a part to act, not for my own
security or safety—for I am looking out for no frag-
ment upon which to float away from the wreck, if
wreck 1s 1o ensue—bat for the good of the whole and
the preservation of the whole.. There is that which
will keep me to my duty during this struggle, wheth-
er the sun and the stars shall appear or shall not ap-
pear for many days.

I speak to-day for the Ermrution of the Union.
“ Hear me for my cause.” 1 speak to-day from a
solicitous and anxious desire for the restoration to the
country of that quiet and that harmony which make
the blessings of this Union so rich and so dear to us
all. * Believe me for mine honor.” ‘These are the
topics that I propose to myselfl to discuss. These
are the motives and the sole motives that influence me
to communicate my opinions to the Senate and to the
country ; and if I can do anything, however little, for
the promotion of these ends, I shzll have accomplish-
ed all that I expect.

Mr. President, it may not be amiss to recur very
briefly to the events, equally sudden and extraordina-
ry, which have brought the political condition of this
country to be what it now is. In May, 1846, the
United States declared war against Mexico. Our
armies then on the frontiers entered the provinces of
that republic, met and defeated all her troops, pene-
trated her mountain passes, and occupied her capital.
The marine forces of the United Stales took posses-
sion of her ports and towns on the Atlantic and the
Pacific. In less than two years a treaty was nego-
tiated, by which Mexico ceded to the United States
a vast extent of territory, extending for seven or eight
hundred miles along the shores of the Pacifie, run-
ning back over the mountains and across the deserts,
till it reached the frontier State of Texas. It so hap-
pened that, in the distracted and feeble state of the
Mexican government, before the declaration of war
by the United States against Mexico had hecome
known in California, the people of California, under
the direction of American officers, perhaps—Colonel
Doniphan in particalar—overturned the existing pro-
vincial government of California, of Mexican author-
ity, and run up an independent flag. When the news
arrived at San Francisco that war had been declared
by the United States against Mexico, this indepen-
dent flag was pulled down, and the stars and stripes
of this government hoisted in its stead. So, sir,
before the war was over, the powers of the United
States, military and naval, had possession of Upper
California, and a great rush of emigrants from various
portions of the world took place into California in
1846 and 1847. ‘

And now behold another wonder. In January,
1848, the Mormons, it is said, or some of them, made,
a discovery of an extraordinarily rich mine of gold—
or rather of a very great quantity of gold, hardly fitted
to be called a mine, because it lay so near the sur-
face—at the lower part of the South or American
branch of the Sacramento. They endeavored to con-
ceal their discovery, and did so for some time. Near
the same time another discovery—perhaps of greater
importance—was made of gold in a higher part of the
American branch of the Sacramento,and near to Sutters
fort, as it iscalled. The fame of these discoveries
spread far and wide. This excited more and more that
epirit of emigration towards California which had
already taken place. Persons crowded in hundreds and
flocks towards the bay of San Francisco. This, as I
have said, took place in the winter and spring of 1848.
The * diggings® commenced in the spring of that
year ; and from that time to this, the search for gold
has been prosecuted with a success not heretofore
known in the history of the globe. Weall know how
incredulous the American public was of the accounts
which first reached us of this discovery. But weall
know that they received and continued to receive
daily confirmation; and down to the present moment,
I suppose that the assurances are as strong, afier the
experience of those several mGnths, that there are
mines of gold apparently inexhaustible in the regions
near San Franciseo, in California, as they were at
any period of the early transmission to us of those
accounts.

It so happened that, although in a time of peace,’
it became a very great subject for legislative consid-
erition and legislative decision to provide a proper
territorial government for California; but differences
of opinion in the councils of the government prevented

the establishment of any such territorial government
for California ajthe last session of Congress. Under
this state of thihgs, the inhabitants of San Francisco
and California, then amounting to a great nomber of
persons, in the summer of last year, thought it their
duty to establish a local government. Under the
proclamation of General Riley, the people chose del-
egates to a convention, and that convention met at
Monterey. They framed a constitution for the State
of California. It was adopted by the people of Cal-
ifornia in their primary character. Desirous of im-
mediate connexion with the United States, senators
were appointed, and representatives chosen, who have
come hither, bringing with them the authenticated
constitution of the State of California, and they now
present themselves, asking, in behalf of that State,
that it may be admitted into the Union as one of the
United States. This coanstitution contains an express
prohibition against slavery or involuntary servitude
in the State of California.” It is said, and 1 suppose
truly, that, of the members who composed the con-
vention, some sixteen were natives and had been resi-
dents of the slaveholding States, and the residue, per-
haps about twenty, were not such.

Mr. Hare. Will the honorable senator give way
till order is restored ?

Mr. Cass. I trust, Mr. President, that the scene
of the other day will not be renewed to-day. The
Sergeant-at-Arms should display more energy, and
take care to preserve order.

The Vick Presipenr. The Sergeant-at-Arms will
close the doors, and permit no more to be admitted.

Order being restored, L=
| Mge. Wesster resumed. It is this circumstance
that has contributed to raise—I do not say that it has

s

wholly raised—a dispute upon the propriety of the
admission of Califorgin intoprhc Umjc’m, :t‘lzr these
circumstances.

Itis not to be denied, Mr. President—nobody thinks
of denying—that, whatever reasons were assigned for
the commencement of the late- war with Mexico, it
was prosecuted for the purpose of acquisition of ter-
ritory, and under the argument that the cession of
territory was the only form in which proper compen-
sation could be made to the United States by Mexico
for various claims and demands which the people of
this country had against her, At any rate, it will be
found that President Polk, in a message at the com-
mencement of the session in December, 1847, avowed
that the war was to be prosecuted till some acquisi-
tion of territory was obtained. And as the acquisi-
tion was south of the line of the United States, in
warm climztes and countries, it was naturally expect-
ed, I suppose, by the South, that whatever acquisi-
tions were made in that region would be added to the
slaveholding part of the United States.. Eventshave
turned out as was not expected, and that expectation

disappointment and surprise have been created. In
other words, it is obvious that the question which has
so long harrassed the country,and at some times very
seriously alarmed the minds of wise and good men,
has come upon usfor a fresh discussion—the question
of slavery in the United States.

Now, sir, I propose, perhaps at some little expense
to the attention of the Senate, to review historically
the question of slavery, which partly in consequence
of its own acts, and partly in consequence of the man-
net in which it has been discused in one and the oth-
er portions of the country, has been the source of so
much alienation and unkind feeling in different portions
of the United States. We all know that slavery has
existed in the world from time immemorial. There
was slavery in the earliest periods of the history of
oriental nations. There was slavery among the Jews.
The theocratic government of that people made no
injunctions against it. ‘There wasslavery among the
Greeks ; and the ingenious philosophy of the Greeks
found, or sought to find, a jusliﬁn&n of it exactly
upon the grounds which have been#8umed for such
a justification in this country, that is, a natural and
original difference between the races of mankind—
the inferiority of thecolored or black race to the white.
The Greeks justified their system of slavery upon that
ground precisely. They held the Africans and some
portions of the Asiatic tribes to be inferior to the
white race. They did not show, I think, by any close
process of logic, that, if that were true, the more in-
telligent and the stronger had therefore the right to
subjugate the weaker. The more inanly philosophy
and jurisprudence of the Romans placed the justifica-
tion on entirely different grounds. The Roman ju-
rists, from the very first dawn to the fall of the em-
pire, admitted that slavery was against the natural
law, by which they maintained that all men, of what-
everclime, color, or capacity, were equal. But they
justified slavery, first, upon the authority of the law
of nations, arguing, and arguing truly, that at that
day the conventional law of nations admitted that
caplives in war—whose lives, according to the notion
of that time were at the absolute disposal of the cap-
tor—mightyin exchange for exemption from death,
be made slaves for life, and that that servitude might
descend to their posterity. The jurists of Rome al-

servitude and slavery, personal and hereditary : first,
by the voluntary act of the individual, who might

satis(ly the debts he bad incurred ; and, thirdly, by
being placed in a state of servitude or slavery for
crime.

At the introduction of Christianity into the world,
the Rowan empire was fuli of slaves. I suppose
there is to be found noinjunction against that relation
hetween man and man inthe teachings of the Gospel by
Jesus Christ or by any of his apostles. The object
of the iustructions delivered to mankind by the foun-
der of Christianity was to touch the heart, purify the
soul, and to improve the lives of individual men.
That object went directly to the first foundation of
the political and social relations of men, to raise the
individual heart and mind of man. Now, sir, upon |
the general nature, and character, and lawfulpeas of |
slavery, there exists a wide difference of opinion be-
tween the northern portion of this country and the
southern. It is said, on the one side, that if not
the subject of any injunction, or any direct prohibi-
tion in the New I'estament, slavery is a wrong ; that

has not been realized ; and therefore, in some degree, |

so maintained that by the civil law there might baI

sell himself into slavery ; secondly, by his I;eing re-i
ceived into a state of servitude by his creditors, o

| expression of their opinion that slavery was an evil ;
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think, of their own duty, do not see how too hot a
pursuit of one duty may involve them in the violation
of others, or how too warm an embracement of one
truth may lead them to disregard other truths equally
important. As I heard it stated strongly, sir, not
many days a‘fmthm persons are disposed to mount
upon some duiy as a war-horse, to drive fariously,
in, and upon, and over, all other duties that may stand
in their way. '

There are men who, in times of that sort, and in
disputes of that sort, are of opinion that human du-
i ties may be ascertained with the precision of mathe-
matics. They deal with morals as with mathematies,
and they think that what isright may be distinguished
from what is wrong with all the precision of an al-
gebraic equation. They have, therefore, none too
much charity towards others who differ from them.
They are apt to think that nothing is good but what
is perfectly good ; that there are no compromises or
modifications to be made in submission to difference
of opinion, or in deference to other men’s judgment.
If their perspicacious vision enables them to detecta

| spot on the face of the sun, they think thata good
| reason why the sun should be struck down from
heaven. They prefer the chance of running into ut-

ter darkness, to living in heavenly light, if that heav-
enly light is to be not absolutely without any imper-
fection.
There are impatient men—too impatient alyways to
i give heed to the admonition of St. Paul, that we are
' not to * do evil that good may come”—too impatient
{ to wail for the slow progress of moral causes in the
| improvement of mankind. They do not remember
{ that the doctrines and miracles of Jesus Christ have,
i in 1800 years, converted only a small portion of the
{ human race ; and, among the nations converted to
! Christianity, they forget how many vices and crimes,
public and private, still prevail, and that many of
| them—the public crimes especially—offences against
|

the Christian religion, pass without exciting particu-
{ lar regret or indignation. Thus wars are waged, and
' unjust wars. 1 do not deny that there may be just
! wars ; there certainly are; but (it was the remark of
| an eminent person not many years ago, upon the oth-
er side of the Atlantic, that it was one of the great-
est reproaches to humnan nature that wars were some-
times necessary for the defence ot nations—that they
were sometimes called for against the injustice of
- other nations.
In this state of sentiment upon the general nature
' of slavery lics the cause for a great portion of these
{ unhappy divisions, exasperations and reproaches,
{ which find vent and support in different parts of the
| Union, Slavery does exist in the Ugited Siates, It
' did exist in the States before the adoption of this con-
| stitution, and at the time of its adoption. And now
let us consider, for a moment, what was the state of
sentiment in the North and at the Soath in regard to
slavery at the time this constitution was adopted. A
remarkable change has taken place since. What did
the wise and good men of all parts of the country
' think of slavery ? In wkat estimation did they hold
it in 1787, when this constitution was adopted? It
will be found, sir, if we will carry ourselves, by his-
torical research, back to that day, and ascertain men’s
opinions by authentic records still existing among
us, that there was no freat diversity of opinion be-
' tween the North and the South upon the subject of
| slavery; and it will be found that both parts of the
{ country held it equally an evil——a moral and a politi-
\cal evil. It will not be found thateitherat the North
{ or at the South there was much—though there was
some—invective against slavery, as inhuman and
cruel. The great ground of objection to it was po-
{ litical ; that it weakened the social fabric; that, tak-
ing the place of free labor, society was less strong
and labor was less productive. Therefore we find
from all the eminent men of the South the clearest

and they ascribe it—not without truth, and not with-
out some acerbity of temper and force of language—
to ‘the injurious policy of the mother country, which,
to favor the mavigator, had entailed the evil upon the
colonies. 1 need hardly refer to the publications of
the day, or to the matters of history upon record. The
most eminent men, nearly all the conspicuous men,
in all tke South, held the samne sentiments ; that slave-
ry was an evil ; it was a blight; it wasa blast; it
was a mildew ; it was a scourge; it was a curse.
There were no terms of reprobation so violent in the
North at that day as in the South. The North was
not so much excited against it as the South. And
the reason was, 1 suppose, that there was much less
of it in the North than in the South ; and the people

it is founded merely in the right of the strongest;

its nature—whatever can be said of it in the modifica-

to the * meek spirit * of the apostle ; it is not ** kind-
ly affectioned ;"’—it does not * seek another’s, and
not ils own;""—it does not * let the oppressed go free.”
These are sentiments that are cherished, recently with
greatly augmented force, among the people of the
northern States. They nave taken hold of the reli-
gious sentiment of that part of the country, as they
have more or less taken hold of the religious feelings
of a considerable portion of mankind.

The South, upon the other side, having been ac-
customed to this relation between the races all their
lives, from their birth—having been taught, in gene-
ral, to treat the subjects of this bondage with care
and kindness, and 1 believe, in general, to feel for
them great care and kindness—have not taken this

are thousands of religious men, with consciences as
tender as those of any of their brethren at the North,
who do not see the unlawfalness of slavery ; and
there are more, thousands perhaps, that, whatever
they may think of it in its origin, and as a matter
depending upon natural right, yet take things as they
are, find slavery to be an established relation of soci-
ety where they live, and see no way in which—let
their opinions upon the abstract question be what
they may—it is in the power of the present generation
to relieve themselves from this relation.  And, in this
respect, candor obliges me to say that I believe they
are just as conscientious, many of them, and of the
religious people, all of them, as we are in the North,
holding different sentiments.

Why, sir, the honorable member from South Car-
olina [Mr. Calhoun] the other day alluded to the sep-
eration of that great religious community, the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. The separation was brought
about by differences of opinion upon this particular
subject of slavery. I felt great concern, as that dis-
pute went on, about the result. 1 was anxious—I
was in ho t the difference of opinion might b_e
healed ; because I look upon that religious communi-
ty as one of the great props of religion and morals
throughout the whole country, from Maine to New
Orleans. The result was a
read al) their proceedings, all their argaments; but I
have never yet been able to come to the conclusion
that there was any real ground for that separation—
in other words, that any good could be produced by
that separation.

Sir, when questions of this kind take hold of the
religious sentiments of mankind, and come to be dis-
cussed in religious assemblies, by clergy and laity,
there is always to be expecled, and always to be feared,
a great d of excitement. Itis in the nature of
man, man by his whole history, that religious
disputes are apt to become warm. Men’s strength of
couviction is proportioned to their views of the mag-
nitude of the question. . ; :

1n all such disputes, there will sometimes be men
to be found, with whom everything will be absolutely
wrong or 1bsolutely right. . They see the right clear-
ly ; they think others ought to; and they are disposed
to establish a broad line of distinction between what
they thiok right and what they hold ‘to be wrong;
and they are not seldom willing to establish that line
upon their own eonviction of ‘the truth and justics of
their owa opinions. 'They are willing to mark and

of boundary are marked b

=%

There are men who,

that it is oppression : it is like all unjust wars : like |
all those conflicts by which mighty nations subject |
weaker nations to their will. Thsy think slavery in |

tions which take place in it in fact—ig not according | The convention reflected the judgment and the eenti-

view of the subject which I have mentioned. There |

inst my hopes. I have

guard by placing along ita series of dogmas, aslines

did not see, or did not think they saw, the evils so
rominent as they were seen, or thought to be seen,

in the South.

= "T'hen, sir, when this constitation was formed, this

| was the light in which the convention viewed it.

i ment ol the great men of the South. A member of
i the other House, whom I have not the honorto know,
!in a recent speech, has collected extracts from these
| published documents. ‘T'hey prove thetruth of what
‘1 have said. The question then was how to deal
with itas an evil. T’hey came to this general result;
they thought ghat slavery could not continue in |hel
country, if importation of slaves should cease;
and they therefore provided that for a @ertain period
the importation of slaves might be prevented by the
action of the new government. Twenty years were
proposed by some gentleman, I think. Many of the
southern gentlemen opposed itas being too long. Mr.
' Madison especially was somewhat warm against it,
! and said it would bring too great an amount of that
mischief into the country to allow the importation of
 slaves for sucha period ; because, in the whole of this
| discussion, when we are considering the sentiments
‘and opinions in which this constitutional provision
originated, we must take along with us the fact that
the conviction of all men was, that if the importa-
! tion of slaves ceased, the white race would multiply
| faster than the black race, and that slavery would
therefore gradually wear out and expire.

It may not be improper here to allude to that—I
' had almost said celebrated—opinion of Mr. Madison.
| You observe, sir, that the term slavery is not used in
i the constitution. The constitution does not require
' that fugitive slaves shall be delivered up ; it requires
| that persons bound to service in one State, and escap-
ing into another, shall be delivered up. Mr. Madi-
son opposed the introduction of the term slave or
| slavery into the constitution; for he said he did not
' wish to see it recognised by the constitution of the
| United States of America that there could be proper-
'ty in man. ;
All this took place in the convention of 1787; bat
i connected with this, and contemporaneous with it, is
another important consideration not sufficiently at-
tended to. The convention for forming this consti-
tution assembled in Philadelphia in May, and sat
until December, 1787. During all that time the
Congress of the United States was in session at New
York. It was a matter of design, as we know, that
the convention should not assemble in the same City
where Congress was holding its session. Almost
all the public men of the country, therefore, of dis-
tinction and eminence, were in one or the other 9!'
these two assembfies; and I think it bappened in
some instances that the same gentiemen were mem-
bers of both. 1f 1 mistake not, such was the case
with Mr. Rafus King, then a member of Congress
from Massachusetts, and at the same time a meber
from Massachusetts of the convention which formed
the constitution. 'That was in the sammer of 1787, at
the very time when the convention in Philadelphia
was framing this constitution, that the Congress in
New York was framing the ordinance of 1787. And
they passed that ordinance on the 13th of July, 1787,
at &ew York—the very month,and perhups the very.
day, in which these questions of the importation-of
slaves and the character of slavery were debated in

‘now learn, there was a p
ion between these r ctive b
this: The ordinance of 1787, exclt
‘:thad to all the terri

' cies of labor. I again say that this was produced by

the convention in Philadelphia. So far as we can|

ing slavery, was | i

before, Virginia and other States had made a cession
of that great territory to the United States; and a'
most magnificent act it was. 1 never reflect upon it
without a disposition t6 do honor and justice—and
Jjustice would be the -highest honor—to Virginia for
that act of cession of the Northwestern Territory. I
will say, sir, that it is one of her fairest claims to the
respect and gratitude of the United States, and that
perhaps it is only second to that other claim which
attaches to her ; which is, that from her counsels, and
from the intelligence and patnotism of her leading
statesmen, proceeded the first idea put in practice for
tshe formation of a general constitution for the United

tates. :

This ordinance of 1787, applying thus to the whole
territory over which the Eou.gmsa of the United
States had any jurisdiction, was adopted nearly three
years before the constituticn of the United States
went into operation ; because the ordinance took ef-
fect immediately upon its passage, while the’ consti-
tation, ufier having been framed, was to be sent to
the States, to be debated in their conventions, and to
be adopted by them, and then the government was to
be organized under it. This ordinance, thersfore,
was in full operation and force when the constitation
was adopted and this government put in motion in
March or April, 1789.

Mr. President, three things are quite clear as his-
torical truths : One is, that there was an expecta-
tion that upon the ceasing of the importation of slaves
from Africa, slavery would begin to run out. That
was hoped and expected. Another is, that so far as
there was any powerin Congress to prevent the spread
of Slavery in the United States, that power was ex-
ecuted in the most absolute manner and to the fullest
extent. An honorable gentleman, whose health does
notallow him to be here to-day, [ Mr. Calhoun,] said
the other day in a speech to the Senate——

A Sexator. He is here.

Mr. WeesTer. Iam very happy heis here. May
he long be here in health, and in the enjoyment of ]
strength to serve his country ! T'he honorable mem-
ber said that he considered this as the first in a series
of measures calculated to enfeeble the South, and to
deprive them of their just participation in the bene-
fits and privileges of the government. He says, very
properly, that it was done under the old confederation,
and before this constitution went into effect. My
present purpose is only to say that it was done with
the entire and unanimous concurrence of the whole
South. There it stands. The vote of every State
in the Union was unanimous in favor of that ordi-
nance, with the exception of a single individual who
was a northern member—while to that ordinance, pro-
hibiting slavery northwest of the Ohio, are the hand
and seal of every southern member in Congress. This
was the state of things, and this the state of opinion
under which these two very important matters were
arranged, and these two important things done ; that
is, the establishment of the constitution and the re-
cognition of slavery as it existed in the States, and
the establishment of the ordinance prehibiting, to the
full extent of all territory owned by the United States,
the introduction or existence of slavery.

And here, sir, we may pause. We may reflect for
a moment upon that entire coincidence and concur-
rence of sentiment between the North and the South
upon this question at the period of the adoption of
the constitation. But opinion has changed—greatly
changed—changed North and changed South. Slav-
ety is not regarded in the South now as it was then.
I see before me an honorable member of this body,
[Mr. Mason,] paying me the honor to listen to my re-
marks, who brings to me freshly and vividly the sen-
timents of his great ancestor—so much distinguished
in his day and generation, so worthy to be succeeded
by so worthy a grandson—with all the strength and
earnestness of the sentiments which he expressed in
the convention in Philadelphia.

Here we may pause. There was a unanimity of
sentiment, it not a general concurrence of sentiment
running through the whole community, but especially
entertained by the eminent men of all portions of the
countyy, in regard to this subject. But soon a change
began North and South. A change began, and a sev-
erence of opinion soon showed itself—the North grow-
ing much more strong and warm against slavery, and
the South growing much more strong and warm in
its favor. ‘I'here is no generation of mankind whose
opinions are not subject to be influenced by what ap-

ears to be their present and emergent interest. 1
impute to the South no particularly interested view in
the change which has come over her. I impute to
her, certainly, no dishonorable views. All that has
happened has been natural. It has followed causes
which always inflaence the human mind and operate
upon it.

What, then, has been the cause which has created
so warm a fieling in favor of slavery at the South?—
which has changed the whole nomenclature of the’
Bouth in relation to this subject ¥—so that, instead of
being referred to as an evil, a blight, a curse, slavery
has now come to be an institution to be cherished—
not a scourge and a misfortune to be deprecated, but a
great poliucal, social and moral blessing, as I think
Tha\fe_ heard it lately deseribed. Well, I suppose
that this is owing to the sudden, surprising, and ra-
pid growth of the cotton planting interest in the South.
So far as asy motive but honor, and justice, and the
general judgment has acted in forming their pre-
sent opinions, this cotton interest has doubtless ac-
ted. It was this which gave the South a new desire
to promote slavery, to spread it and to use this spe-

causes which we must always expect to produce like
effects. Men’s interests become more deeply in-
volved in it. If we look back to the history of the
commerce of this country at the time of its com-
mencement, what were our exports?! Cotton was
hardly raised at all. The tables will show that the
exportiftion of cotton in the years 1790 and 1791 was
hardly more than forty or fifty thousand dollars a
year. It has gone on increasing rapidly, till it now
amounts, in a year of large product and high prices,
to more than one hundred millions of dollars! Then
there was more of flax, more of indigo, more of rice,
more of almost any thing else exporied from the
South than of cotton. I think I have heard it said
that, when Mr. Jay negotiated the treaty of 1794
with Great Britain, he did not know that any cot-
ton was raised in this country; and that when,
under that treaty, which gave the United States the
right to carry their own products in their own ships
to British ports, a shipment of cotton was sent to
England, ths British custom-house refused to admit
it under the treaty, on the ground that thers was none
of that article raised in Awerica. [ Laughter.] Well,
we all. know that this cotton age has become a gold-
en age for our southern brethren. It gratified their
desire for improvement and forextending their opera-
tions. That desire grew with what it fed opon, and
there soon came to be a greediness for other territory
—a new area, or new areas, for the cultivation of the
cotton crop ; and measures were brought about, one
after another, onder the lead of southern gentlemen
at jthe head of the government. (they having a ma-
jority concurring in both branches of the legislature)
to accomplish these ends.

The honorable senator from South Carolina obser-
ved in his speech the other day that the North have
a fixed majority in every department of the govern-
ment. If that be true, the North have acted very
liberally, and kindly, or else very weakly; for t
have never exerted the power which that majority
gives tliem five times in the whgle history of the gov-
ernment. - W hether they have been generous, or whe-
ther they were otutgeneralled, 1 will not stop to dis-
cuss ; but no one acquainted with the bistory of this
country candeny that the general lead in the politics
of this country, during th . of the peri
which has elapsod siciee the formation of this govern-
ment, has been a sonthern Jead. ~ -~ ° " 0

sE e
tion of slav. ing prope :

" The honmblaua‘imrﬁm South’
he saw in certain operations of the
as the manner of collecting the revenaue, and the
dency of certain measures to imou’immguﬁn
to this couniry, and so on, the cansrs for the i
rapid growth of the North than of the South.
thinks that they were not the operation.of time,
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ed. That is a matter of opinion. ‘
sure it may be so; but it does seemi to me that; if
‘any operations of the government ean be shown 10
have promoted the population,and growth, and wealth
of the North, there are sundry important and distinet’
operations of the goverament, about which no man

to have promoted, the slave States and the slave ter- |
ritory at the South. Allow me to say that it was not
time that brought Louisiana in, but the act of man;
it was not by the silent operation of time that Flori-
da 11:, but by the act of man ; and, then to com-
plete’ acts of man, which have contributed so
much to enlarge the area and sphere of this institu-
tion of slavery, Texas—great, vast, illimitable Texas
~was added to the Union as a slave State in 1845
and that sir, pretty much closed the ehapter and set-
tled the whole account. It closed the whole chapter
and settled the whole account, because the annexa-
tion of Texas, upon the conditions and under the
guaranties upon which she was adwitted, did not
leave an acre of land capable of being cultivated by
slave labor between this Capitol and the Rio Grunde
or the Nueces, whichever is the proper boundary of
Texas. Not an acre remained from that moment, sir.
The whole country, from here to the western boun-
dary of Texas, was fixed, pledged, decided to be
slfa}reholding territory, by the most ample guaranties
of law,

And I now say, as the proposition upon which I
stand this day, and upon the-ruth and firmness of
which 1 intend to act until it is overthrown, that there
is not at this moment within the United States, or
within the T'erritories, a single foot of land the char-
acter of which, in regard to its being free-soil terri-
tory or slave territory, is not fixed by some law, and
some irrepealable law—a lJaw beyond the powerof the
action of this government. Now, is not that so with
respect to Texas? Indeed, it is wost.manifestly so.
The honorable gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr.
Calhoun,] at the time of the admission of Texas,
held an important post in the executive department
of the government. He was Secretary of State. An-
other eminent person of great activity and adroitness
of powers—Il mean the late Secretary of the Treasu-
ry, (Mr. Walker,)—was a leading member of this
body : they took the lead in the business of annexa-
tion; and I must say they did their work faithfully—
there was no boteh in it. [Laughter.] They roun-
ded it off, and made it as close joiner’s work as ever
was put together. The resolutions of anwexation
were brought into Congress fitly joined together—
compact, firm, efficient, conclusive upon the great
object which they had in view. Allow me to read
a resolution. It is the third clause in the second sec-
tion of the resolutions of the 1st of March, 1845, for
the admission of ‘I'exas. T'hat article reads in these
words :

“ New States of convenient size, not exceeding
four in number, in addition to said State of Texas,
and having sufficient population, may hereafter, by
the consent of said State, be formed out of the terri-
tory thereof, which shall be entitled to admission un-
der the provisions of the federal constitution. And
such States as may be formed out of that portion of
said territory lying south of thirty six degrees thirty
minutes north latitude, commmonly known as the Mis-
souri compromise line, shall be admitted into the
Union with or without slavery, as the people of each
State asking for admission may desire.” :

And then there is a provision that such territory as
lies north of the Missouri compromise line shall be
free States: :

* And in such State or States as shall be formed

mise line, slavery or involuntary servitude (except
for erime) shall be prohibited.” ,
Well, now, what is here pledged, stipulated for,

36 deg. 30 min., which is nearly the whole of it, shall
be admitted into the Union as a Slave State—it was
a slave State, and therefore it all came in as a slave
State—and that new States shall be made out of it;
and that such States, being formed out of that portion
of Texas which lics south of 3Gdeg. 30 min., ma
come in as slave States, to the nufiber of four, in ad-
dition to the State then in existence, and admitted
under the resolution. New, sir, I know of no for-
mula, no mode-of legislation, which can strengthen
that resolution. 1 know no formal recognition of
Congress that can add a tittle to it

I listened respectfully to the resolution of my hon-
orable friend fromn Tennessee, [ Mr. Bell,] containing
a proposition to recognise that stipulation with Texas.
Why, sir, any additional recognition of it would
weaken its force, because it stands here upon the
ground of a contract for a consideration. It is a law
—a law founded in a contract with Texas, and is
designed to carry that contract into effect. Recogni-
tion of the contract, for the purpose suggested, would
not leave it as sirong as it stands now upon the face
of the original resolution.

Now, I know of no way—I candidly confess I
know of no way—in which this government, acling
in good faith—as I trust it always will—can relieve
itself from that commitment, stipulation, and pledge,
by any honest course of legislation uponit ; and there-
fore I say that, so far as Texas is concerned—the
whole of Texas south of 36 deg. 30 min., which I
supposes embraces all the slave territory—there is no
land, not an acre, the character of which is not estab-
lished by law, and by law which cannot be repealed
without a violation of contract.

I hope, sir, it is now apparent that my proposition,
so far as Texas is concerned, is made plain. And,
sir, the proyision in these articles—as has been sug-
gested by mny friend—that that part of Texas which
lies north of 36 deg. may be forined into free States,
is dependant likewise upon the consent of Texas,
herself a slaveholding State. _

Well, now, how came it that these laws—when it
is said by the honorable senator from South Carolinra
that the free Statés have the majority—how came it
that these resolutions of annexation, suchas I have
described them, found a majority in both houses of
Congress? Why, sir, they found that majority by
a vast addition of northern votes to a great pertion
of the southern votes. ¥n the House of senta-
tive it stood, I think, abont eighty southern votes for
the admission of Texas, and about fifiy northern votes.

Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, (in his seat.) All
the democrats were on one side, ; 4

Mr. WeasTer. 1 shall not forget that. ' [Lavgh-
ter.] In the Sepate the votes stood 27 for the ad-
27 votes, constituting a majority for its admission,
not less than 13 of tgoln came from the free States,
and 4 of them from New England. So you seeone-
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ritory, was formed by free-soil votes.

tory of politieal votes, of polilical'pamu,_o:dpoh' ca
men, as is afforded by this majority for the siat
of Texas, with- this “territory that a bird cannot fi
over in a week. [Laughter.] New England, wi

some of her votes, supported “this measure. :

can doubt, tending to promote, and absolutely known |.

enacted, secured? Why, it is that all T'exas south of | er it should come in; the Wi .
what followed t Why, those two gentlemdn, wore '

lnrﬁriaing and astonishing as it was, aad
‘we 88

mission of Texas, and 25 aguinst it; and of these!

half of all the votes in this- budy for the admission |
of Texas, with this iinmeasurable extent of slaye ter- |

political |

of the system of government which bas been pursu+ ble
In a cerain mea- |

ought not be prosect
tion, conquest, and |
againstit. Iididaotget avote:
views, patriotism, snd lofly sen
moeracy to bring in ® worlda
valley® of New Mexico, orthe nc
im,‘anduilem ' iabont-i
ut upon it the savin e of -the V
Laughter.]  Why, sir, thers wors s
nent and highly respeetable persons- f
and East, then holding a high: positi
~I refer (ind 1 do so with entire"
tertain a high regard for both ‘of
of New York, and Mr. Niles, of ¢

have it otherwise than it stood, &nd
it did stand. - Those two gentlemen would have the
resolutions of annexation just ws they are, and they
voted for them just as they are. with their eyes open'
to them, Why, sir, my honomable friend from South:
Sa;uliua, [Mﬂ: C;iheunn_;] :‘fhglddlelllﬁﬁ_ us the oth- -
r day, was then Secretary of Stite. ~ His eorrespenv
dence had been puhliih:d? His sorres encewith
Mr. Murphy, the charge d’affaires of the Uunited
States to Texas, was all before these gentlemen’; and
he had the boldness and candor to avow in that cor-.
respondence, and then to publish that: yadence,
that the great object sought by the annexation of
Texas was 1o strengthen the slave inierest in this
country. S Bl -,
Mr. Carmoun, (interposing.) In this matter, whis
1 consider of so much importance, I deew it my 'da!
to set the honorable senatoy from sachusetts righy.”
I did not putit upon the ground assumed by-thie sen~"

had announced to this government, in 8o many words,
that her object was to abelish slavery in ‘Texas,and
through T'xas in the United States. And tk !
I put it opon was this ; thatif Great Britain sugceed-
ed in her objeet, it would be impossible far our fron=
tier to be secure against abolition aj

— e

that this government was bound to protect us, undor..
the guaranties of the constitution, in such a state'of
things. = LASTANES
M=. Wesstea. I suppose it amounts to exaetly
the same thing.

It was, that ‘I'exas must be cbtain--

object set forth in the correspondence. I have ocas- -
sion to know that there repose in 1be State Depart-
ment strong letters from the very worthy gentlemian .
who preceded the honorable senator from §:’uth Ca-
rolina in that office to the United States minister in
England, and I suppose letters from the honorable
senator himsell to England, asserting to. this extent
the sentiments of this governtent: that Great Brit-
ain wase not expected to interfere to take Texas out
of the hands of the then existing government and
make it a free country. But my conclusion is this;
that those gentlemen who compose the northern de-
mocracy, when Texas was brought into she Union,
saw it brought in, with all their gyes open; as a slave
territory, and for the purpose of buing maintained as
slave territory to the Greek kalends. . 7'kat they saw 3 -
that they could not but see. I further think that the
lmnora:ls senator, who was then Secretary of Stata,
wight have, in some of his corres ence, su

ted to Mr. Murphy that it was no]:o::pedient tgg::y-
too much about the subject, as it would ereate some
alarm. But he avowed it openly.and manfully—for
what he means he is very ready to say.- ‘

Mr. Cavuoun, (interposing.)  Always; always.
Mr. Wxester. This wus in 1845, Then, in 1817,

out of said territory, north of said Missouri compro- | flagrante belio between the United States and Mexico,

this proposition was brought forward by my friend

from Georgia. The northern democracy voted againsg

it. Their remedy was to apply to this conquest, aft
{mol Proviso ! W,

thy, honorable, and influential men, hrought in Texas
by their votes. They prevented the passage of the
resolution of the honorable senator from Georgia, and
then they went home and took the lead in the free-
soil party ; and there they stand. They leave us here
bound in honor and conscience by the resolutions of
annexation ; they leave us here 1 take the odium of -
fulfilling the obligationsin favor of slavery, which'
they voted us into, or elsc the greater odium of vio="
lating these obligations, while they are at home maks- -
ing rousing and capital speeches Tor free soil and no
slavery. [Laaghter.] Therefore I say, Mr. Prasi- -
dent, that there is no chapter.in our ' ol
ing public measures -public men, more’
what should create suprise, ‘and more full'of '
does create, in my wind, exireme mortification, than
the conduct of this northern democracys .~ -~ = -
Sometimes, whena man is found in a new: s
to things around him and 1o other mesi, fis'asyp
world hus changed, and that he has not changes
believe, sir, that our self-respect lead

o8, W

make that declaration, in regard:-tﬁ;“pu‘idm!

change perhaps, than all the world arouod him is 16 -
change; and under present circumstances, and under
the responsibility which 1 koow I incur by what
am now stating here, 1 feel at liberty 1o recur to the
various expressions and statements at various limes
of my own opinions, and resolutions ing this
admission of Texas, and all that’ has followed. As
early as 1836, or she earl part of 1837, it was a_
matter of conversation lllll' correspondence between
myself and some private friends. An honc
tleman, long an acquaintance and friend of
now perhaps in this chamber—General Hami
South Carolina—was knowing to that comes
dence. 1 voted for the ition of Texa
pendeace because I belioved. it was an-
to the new republic. -Bat I prof fi
ﬁ.mt ;g} atter oppe lt'.inn to!rringin hﬂ with- ;
ritory into the United Staies3 and havinjg teca
in 1837, 10 meet some friends in New York
political occasion, I stated my sentiments: .o
subject. It was 'thg'ﬁut.rﬁkm{hul-rw :
vert to it; and if I might ask a friend near me
read an extract from that speech, 1 think it would'
proper to present it to the Senatp, though it ms
rather tedious. It was delivered st Nil

in.1837. . BT SN Y e

Mr. Gueene read as followss . '

- * Gentlemen, we all see that,
‘sessed, Toxas is likely

profcssed:

"

and 1 [mnkly avow |

“ Sir, there is not se mmarkahlea.eﬁapﬁr_in our his- |~ :

quarters of e votes of liberty-lovipg -C
-were given for it in the other. House, and &
I am Bappy to say, the vote of the

.

In 1803, in pursuil of the ides of ope
1 vegions, the United States obtained”

| T ey

| y over which the Congress
of the United States had "

risdiction; that is, to all | the
Three 3

who-aidressed us day b

i : ‘.: : are;
purpose; which shall in-
jer wnll the exclusive su-

ator. I put upon the ground: that Great Britain

“. :

is not exactly true. An individual is miore aj 3 5 ;
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the ground ©

ed for the security of the South; and that was the

history, respett-
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